CRISES  OF SIXTEENTH  CENTURY

JTHE RELIGIOUS  CRISIS

The Calvinist reformation, carried out by a Frenchman outside
France, was introduced into France as a result of exceptional
conditions. At the outset of the sixteenth century the clergy of
France was thoroughly disorganized. The attempt to revive the
canonical institution of bishops and abbots had broken down, and
the habit had arisen of treating the high office of prelates or canons,
and even well-endowed cures, as lucrative benefices. By the Con-
cordat of 1516 the king and the pope had divided the right of
disposing of the wealth of the Church. The king had taken the
lion's share - the right of appointing to all benefices, and the
regale, or revenue from vacant sees - leaving the pope the smaller
share, consisting of the annates - a due amounting to a year's in-
come levied upon prelates when they entered upon possession of
their office - together with the right of granting dispensations in
return for a payment. The king appointed his favourites as
bishops or abbots, especially younger sons of noble families, who
often held several bishoprics or abbeys simultaneously. Most of
them bought a dispensation from residence in the town which was
the seat of their functions, and stayed at court, where they lived
on the income from their see.

Thus, with a few exceptions, the superior clergy had ceased to
exercise any supervision over their subordinates. The priests and
monks, recruited haphazard and left without guidance, received
no regular religious instruction, for no establishments existed for
training them. Most of them were ignorant and indifferent,
having no knowledge of the doctrine of the Church and making
no attempt to instruct their flocks; they preached no sermons
and set an example of indifference. The more zealous of
them formulated their own theological doctrine as the result
of chance reading, which was often based upon works
favourable to the Reformation, and consequently disseminated
heretical opinions among their flock. Most Calvinist preachers
had originally been priests or monks who had left the
cloister.

^The laity kept up the traditional practices of worship and
piety, but were left in a state of perplexity with regard to the
doctrine of salvation, which touched them directly; so that many
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